





MEDIA MONITORS

/AYA\

—>

lifted, bright berry fruits” Last year saw the
release of the first Rolling Rosé, which sold
outin two weeks and received nine medals in
its first wine show circuit. Available in bigger
quantities this year, the 2009 Rolling Pink is a
vibrant, fruit-driven wine made from Shiraz.
Lauritz had always wanted to create a Pinot
Grigio-dominated sparkling and that she
did last year with the 2008 Rolling Sparkling
Pinot Grigio Chardonnay, a zesty wine with
apple notes and nicely balanced acidity
Logan Wines’ 2008 Chardonnay shows the
benefits of growing the variety in such a cold
climate. Rather than being big and creamy
like many Chardonnays, it is more akin to
the refined European style, with strong
acidity and delicate flavours. The 2007 Logan
Shiraz also benefits, with soft mid-palate
fruit flavours and a long finish. Despite NZ
winemakers leading the way with Sauvignon
Blanc, Peter Logan has enjoyed great success
with it. He also makes the cheaper Weemala
range, with quirky labels encompassing three
Logan best sellers: Weemala 2009 Pinot Gris,

Poter and Hannah Logan

2009 Gewdirztraminer and 2009 Riesling.
Previous vintages have sold out in record
time and these are destined to enjoy similar
success in what was a standout year for
aromatic whites in Orange.

If Patina Wines’ Gerald Naef has anything
to do with it, consumers will see a lot more
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Riesling out of Orange. His 2008 Patina
Orange Riesling, with floral notes and a
subtle creaminess, was released to coincide
with the opening of Patina’s new cellar
door. Naef has a love-hate relationship with
Sauvignon Blanc and recently released the
2007 and 2008 vintages together to show the
different styles that can be achieved with it.
“(Sauvignon Blanc) is a variety that can have
a beautiful fruity and grassy aroma, giving
the wine a very distinctive attractive flavour.
However, typical of this variety is that the
flavour and mouth-feel is ali upfront and falls
away to a very short back palate” Naef aims
to overcome this by the use of oak and lees
stirring, producing a more food friendly wine
Although the Mudgee region is renowned
forits reds, Riesling has been surprisingly
successful for organic producer Thistle Hill. Its
2009 Riesling was named best wine of show in
the Organic Expo wine awards. Thistle Hill was
founded in 1976 by Dave Robertson, a pioneer

of sustainable viticulture, and when he died in

2001, his wife Lesley stepped in to manage it

Earlier this year, it merged with neighbouring
Erudgere Vineyard, whose owners Rob and
Mary Loughan now run both operations
Lesley Robertson remains as a consultant.
Erudgere is under conversion to organic
certification. Renowned for its Shiraz and
Cabernet, it will be the sixth organic winery in
Mudgee. Along with Thistle Hill, others include
Australia’s oldest certified organic grower at
Botobolar, Broombee Organic Wines, Lowe
Family Wines Co and Martins Hill Wines.
Celebrating 150 years of winemaking this
year, Mudgee enjoys its greatest success with
Chardonnay, Shiraz, Cabernet and Merlot.
Italian varietals Sangiovese and Barbera
also do well in the Mediterranean climate
Sangiovese is one of the varietals on offer
from Robert Oatley Vineyards, a major player
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in the region with more than 500 hectares
of plantings. It also has arrangements with
growers in other regions and extensive
interests in south-western Australia. Known
as Oatley Wines until a name change earlier
this year, it bought the historic Montrose
winery in 2006 and introduced two brands,
wild Oats and Robert Oatley, closely followed
by the re-launched Montrose range. It makes
three quite different styles of Shiraz, including
the easy-drinking Wild Oats Shiraz Viognier,
a blend of Frankland River and Mudgee
Shiraz under the Robert Qatley label, and the
pedigreed Montrose Mudgee Black Shiraz. The
Wild Oats brand has been hugely successful,
becoming one of the country’s top-selling
brands within the space of a few years

Jamie Hudson, manager and viticulturist
for Petersons Glenesk Estate, believes
Semillon is one of Mudgee’s underrated
varieties. The estate’s 2007 Semillon scooped
the Champion wine of Show award at last
year’'s Mudgee Wine Show, the first white

wine to win the title in more than 20 years

Petit verdot is another variety worth
watching in Mudgee. Frog Rock’s 2006 Petit
verdot was included in James Halliday’s Top
100 NSW Wines. Its 2007 Sticky Frog made it
into the same list.

New Mudgee brand, Optimiste, is also
doing a Petit Verdot, along with Cabernet
and a Cabernet/Merlot/Petit Verdot blend
called Marquis. Steve and Sharlene Dadd have
produced grapes for many years but always
sold their fruit. Marquis is not only a fine
wine but there’s a nice story to it in thatitis
dedicated to the Dadds’ young son, Marcus,
who has struggled with deafness. Their
favourite quote from Helen Keller - “Optimism
is the faith that leads to achievement” -
sums up well the entrepreneurial spirit that
abounds west of the Great Divide. B
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